


BOARD OF
DIRECTORS

John Atcheson
STARTUP ADVISOR

Rashmir Balasubramaniam
NSANSA

Susan Balbas
TIERRA MADRE FUND

Rod Brown
CASCADIA LAW GROUP

Serena Cruz Walsh
VIRGINIA GARCIA MEMORIAL
FOUNDATION

Alan Durning
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Mary Fellows
ANNIE BLOOM’S BOOKS

Jeanette Henderson
UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON,
REAL ESTATE

Wayne Lei
PORTLAND GENERAL ELECTRIC

Kristin Martinez
SOUND POINT VENTURES, LLC

Gordon Price
SIMON FRASER UNIVERSITY,
CITY PROGRAM

Kamala Rao, Chair
TRANSLINK

Mark Trahant, Secretary
INDEPENDENT JOURNALIST

Chris Troth, Treasurer
PRIVATE INVESTOR

is to make

the Northwest a global model
of sustainability—strong
communities, a green economy,
and a healthy environment.

TRUSTEES

Mark Cliggett
MICROSOFT CORPORATION

Brian Detman
MULTNOMAH COUNTY

Ruth Lipscomb
COMMUNITY ACTIVIST

Dave Yaden
INDEPENDENT CONSULTANT

STAFF

Alicia Archambault
Development Associate

Nicole Bernard
Senior Development Associate

Eric de Place
Policy Director

Alan Durning
Executive Director

Kristin Eberhard
Senior Researcher

Anna Fahey
Communications Strategist

Migee Han
Senior Development Director

Jennifer Langston
News Editor & Researcher

Serena Larkin
Senior Communications Associate

Pam MacRae
Finance Manager

Meaghan Robbins
Senior Development Associate

Mieko Van Kirk
Operations Manager

Clark Williams-Derry
Director of Programs

COVER PHOTO: Spokane, WA wheat fields

FELLOWS

Yoram Bauman
Fellow

Alyse Nelson
Writing Fellow

Lisa Stiffler
Journalism Fellow

Valerie Tarico
Fellow

Jerrell Whitehead
Research Fellow

Ted Wolfe
Fellow

SPECIAL THANKS
TO THE FOLLOWING
CONTRIBUTORS:

John Abbots

Nick Abraham

Don Baker

Alex Broner

Julie Edsforth

Rich Feldman

Jane Harvey

Estevan Mufioz-Howard
Devin Porter

Ahren Stroming

Exploding oil trains. Nine of them have
erupted since July of 2013, when the
most famous such inferno took 47

lives in Quebec. That train, like all the
others, was carrying oil from North
Dakota—the same oil, in the same

tank cars, now freighted daily through
Cascadia’s towns and cities. The same
oil that Tesoro and other petroleum
giants want to load on tankers and send
westward from our ports, even as other
fossil fuelers hope to sluice coal to Asia

through the Northwest.

Yet Cascadians have formed a thin
green line again fossil-fuel exports.

FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

“Not in our towns!” we are saying. With
your support, Sightline has informed
the press and armed with the facts a

groundswell of ordinary people, people

|

who believe that our place on Earth
stands for clean energy, climate action, and safe communities—not coal and oil

hauling, not exploding trains. And the thin green line is holding.

Community after community has used Sightline's research to adopt resolutions
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against unsafe fuel shipping. State legislators have used Sightline analysis
to demand better safety standards. Investors and communities have used
Sightline’s exposés of coal and oil companies’ finances to see just how shaky
are their proposals: our investigation of Amber Energy contributed to its collapse

late last year.

At Sightline, thanks to you, the year 2014 was extraordinary. Together, we held
the thin green line and more. Here's to a 2015 with fewer exploding oil trains,
and more progress toward a sustainable Northwest.

Thank you,

-

“ Alan Durning,-_-__I:'xr_eé:ut/'ve Director
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When | was 12, | knew that | wanted
to work at the intersection of science,
technology, and ethics. | knew | was
living in an exciting era powered by
an explosion of knowledge about how
the world works and mind-blowing
technological advances creating more
stuff and faster information sharing.
But, | wondered, what’s it all for?

| wanted to know not just what humans
could do, but what we should do.

My fascination with science and
technology hasn’t changed, and my
existential questions haven't abated,
but my preferred answers seem to be
getting sappier. In my high school and
college years | thought: what’s it all for?
It is for people. We must use our powers
of discernment and production for

the good of people; for people now

to live good lives, and people in the
future to have the opportunity to do the same. It turned out lots of other smart
people were working on that and calling it “sustainability.” That is my field.

But | am now more likely to say: what’s it all for? Love. (Yeah, yeah. Cue 90s
Bryan Adams song). Putting Love, not fear, at the center of all our endeavors

will foster cooperation over competition, inclusiveness over exclusion, and

care over exploitation.

I am an INTJ, so | don't really talk about “Love” to actual, you know, people.

| mostly just think about it. (For those of you who are not Meyer-Briggs buffs,
INTJs are the types who sit in their secret basement lab planning how to rebuild
all the world’s flawed systems and make everything work better). Also true to my
INTJ nature, | swing between euphoric optimism and cynical pessimism about
the future.

For example: | think it is entirely likely that within my lifetime we will see
an age of abundance where a combination of artificial intelligence, urban
permaculture advances, clean energy technologies, and 3-D printing make
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a good life available to every person on earth. We will upgrade our social
institutions and governance structures to stop perpetuating false scarcity
through inequitable distributions of power and wealth, and instead facilitate a
true post-scarcity society. All us humans, freed from the bonds of poverty and
toil, will spend our days doing the things that humans do best: learning more
about ourselves and our world, creating works of art and new technologies, and
caring for each other. In some sense, advances in science and technology will
ultimately help humans achieve more Love.

But on other days | mope that we as a species are too stupid to actually
safeguard the health of the only planet in the Universe that we can live

on. Maybe it would be better if super-artificial-intelligence wipes us out and
creates a new world order that makes more sense. On those days, | try to stay
in my basement lab and take deep breaths.

Once | have sufficiently re-engaged my parasympathetic nervous system, | go back
to strategizing how to bring about the former vision and quash the latter. Plotting
for a world of Love may sound well and good, but imagine how it goes over in
most job interviews if | say: “My driving goal in life is to help humanity evolve

into a more loving species. | want to achieve that goal by re-writing humanity’s
unhelpful rules and re-making humanity’s outdated institutions so they are more
logical, more efficient, more equitable, and more conducive to a world of Love,
cooperation, and care.” Um, yeah, but what are you going to do for our law firm?
As Archimedes found, it can be hard to find a place on which to stand.

Sightline has spent decades finding practical ways to bring about a better future.
This brighter future is unimaginable to those whose vision is limited to the present
realities of this year, this quarter, this day. But Sightline’s vision illuminates a
bigger realm of possibility. Sightline charts a course not just to the edge of our
current reality, but to as-yet-unseen horizons. We fight not just for the wins we can
get today, but for the long-term structural changes that can bring about a truly
sustainable Pacific Northwest. This is my fight. This is my place.
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In accordance with accounting principles, Sightline records income when promised, not
when received. In 2013 and 2014, Sightline received bequests and grant commitments
totaling more than $1 million that are designated for gradual use over many years.
Because this statement shows these gifts but not the corresponding spending plans,

it overstates our uncommitted assets.
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